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USASF Board of Directors Call 
February 20, 2019 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Ann Lehrmann, Brad Habermel, Brian Elza, Carlos Onofre, Catherine Morris, Debbie Love, Happy 
Hooper, Jeff Fowlkes, Jim Chadwick, John Newby, John Nichols, Justin Carrier, Kathy Penree, Kristen 
Rosario, Melanie Berry, Mike Burgess, Nicole Landrum, Peter Lezin, Steve Peterson, Tres Letard 
 
ABSENT: 
 
GUESTS: 
Ali Stangle, Amy Clark, Grady Garrison, Karen Wilson, Lynn Singer 
 
AGENDA 
Jim welcomed Melanie Berry as the newest member of the Board of Directors. 
 
While the focus of this call is reviewing and voting on the Cheer Rules proposal, Amy will inform and 
update the Board on steps currently being taken to better protect All Star athletes. 
 
Cheer Rules Recommendations for 2019-2020 - Ali, Justin, and Mike  
Ali explained that the Rules will be announced this year first by webinar to explain changes for clarity and 
understanding. The webinar will be recorded and posted in The Connection before the documents are 
posted on the Rules website on March 1. 
 
There are three points to discuss today: 
 
1 – Rewinds in IASF L6 (currently USASF L5) 
The IASF will be allowing rewinds in their Level 6 next season. The USASF Rules Committee feels that 
down the road, with education, yes, but not now. Their recommendation is to not allow rewinds during the 
season but allow teams to perform them at Worlds if they choose. There is a concern of 13 year-olds 
doing rewinds. 
 
Discussion Points: 

• IASF feels there is a need for rewinds. USASF feels that, unless coaches have significant college 
experience with rewinds, it wouldn’t be sufficiently safe for broadscale usage. 

• Some L5 teams are skilled enough to perform Rewinds, but we are already asking a lot of them. 
• It doesn’t make sense to not allow it all year but allow it at Worlds. 
• The Rules Committee is conscious of not making decisions based on Worlds, but making 

decisions based on what is safest for our athlete members. 
• USASF will do what’s best for U.S. teams. 
• There needs to be U.S. representation in IASF rules decision making sure that USASF isn’t being 

reactive to IASF changes, and so that rules can be more consistent. 
• Consensus is to not offer Rewinds and to revisit with IASF to confirm what they will offer. 
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2 – IASF will be offering a Level 7, non-tumbling division at Worlds. Is the Board alright with not 
offering bids to Worlds in this division, and do we want to offer it during the season?   

• Consensus is to watch what happens with the IASF division in 2020, then review again as or if 
needed. 

 
3 – Event producers MAY guarantee team size division splits for S, M and L even if there aren’t 
two teams left in a division 

• The verbiage is MAY because we don’t tell EPs what scoring system to use, so it allows EPs to 
do it. 

 
QUESTION: 
Can USASF increase maximum team size to 38 on lower level teams (non-Worlds divisions)?  
 
Discussion points: 

• Ali confirmed that this question does arise occasionally, and it offers a “carrot” for programs to 
create larger teams 

• Suggestion to make team size splits between small (up to 22) and M/L (23-38), with the idea that 
this split may encourage programs to return to a larger team size, especially if scoring 
expectations are based on a team size of 30 

• Idea to consider unlimited team size after we see how an upper limit of 38 tracks 
 
Note: Following the meeting, an ad hoc committee of Board members discussed the potential 
consequences of changing maximum team size for 2019-20 and agreed it needed further consideration 
with the goal of implementing it as soon as practical, hopefully 2020-21, consistent with the BOD vote. 
 
The Rules Committee proposal, including the following items, was presented for a vote. 

• No rewinds, discussion will be re-opened with IASF 
• No L7 non-tumbling 
• Event producers can guarantee team size splits for S, M and L 

 
The proposal passed unanimously. 
 
 
CHEER RULES ROLLOUT PROCESS: 

• USASF host and record webinar on 2/27 
o the idea is to present and be able to answer questions first rather than just put out 

documents for people to read and interpret (or misinterpret) 
• recording made available in The Connection 
• documents available on 3/1 
• Rules Team members will be available in The Connection to answer questions 
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Background Check Update - Amy  
 
Two types of background checks should be done for members: 
1 – owners should do a pre-screening before employment or acceptance of a volunteer in their program 
2 – USASF requires a background check for member eligibility 
 
The website has been updated to include a menu for SafeSport. Information includes: 

• General overview 
• SafeSport training 
• Athletes 1st resources 
• Reporting 
• Ineligible and suspended member list 

 
There is currently one person in the appeals process and several pending cases. The USOC is looking at 
revisions to background checks and the types of things that would trigger a red-light determination. If 
USASF adopts USOC recommendations, background screening will be more expensive. 
A team is being assembled, including a former social worker, to manage cases for USASF. 
 
Jim added that our goal is to meet or exceed SafeSport expectations, and that the Board mandate is to 
be at the forefront of protecting our athletes. 
 
Jim thanked the Board for their time and added the goal to get rules for Cheer, Dance and Exceptional 
Athletes on same timeline for consistency and ease of BOD consideration. 
 
Next call: April 3, 2019 
   
Meeting Adjourned 


